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Dec, 1;"%60

TO THE READERS

It is my great pleasure that we have established the Korean'ﬁ@ﬁagmy
of the Hiétory of Dentistry and start publishing this yearly a§i§%s
organ publication.

As no research_has been made in this field so far, we in this ngmbgf,
had tried to list ail what are known, but.naturally there must be
inevitable errors and omissioné, and revisions and additions should
cover this fault yearly.

Any questions or references from,publid are always welcome to the
editor of this magazine. Even after many decades and men changed,
any inﬂerested persons, home and abroad, can contact this organiza-
tion and satisfactory result may be obtained;

History is ours. We love history. And it is owr ambition £0 res-
ponsible for not only the past, but the future history of ours.
From this view-point, the History of Korean Dentistry should trace
the development of ours from the very beginning of it 4o the present,
having deep interest in the possible future development of the same.
I expect and thank in advance for full support and joining to our
efforts from those who feel responsibility for our further develop—
ment in this field.

Hoping the unification of our country and world peace, in very

neayr future.

HAN SO0 LER
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The Progress of Dentistry in Korea

by :
J.L. BOOTS, i.S., D.D.S., F.E.C.D.

Severance Union lMedical College, Keijo_,"' Chosen

Read before the Keijo Dental Society Annual Meeting, Sept.193L.

Before the next meeting of this Society I expect to return
to my native country, so it is natural that in preparing an
address for you I look in rebtrospect when I consider dentistry
in Korea. It is natural that T should think back fourteen years .
to the days when I first came to this land. I remember the
Dental Department of my own institution as the weakest and
" smallest department. in the Hospital. I remember Dr. Nagira in
-his small clinic in the Government Hospital. I remember when I
visited him, I thought the equipment very meagre and inadequate.
I remember the impossibility of getting a Korean assisbant . ~
trained in what we understood as modern demtistry, and very few
Japanese dentists that had a reputation for having satisfactory
equipment and doing satisfactory work. So far as I ever heard
there were no organization and no regular dental meetings to
 sbudy, observe, compare and reflect, to link up the dental Work
here with that of other denbtists of the world. And there was
nothing that could be called research into the oroblems of
dental health pecullar to this country.

~ May I say for the benefit of the younger men, we have
come a long way? e are apt to be so concerned in the imme-
diate details of our omm private practice that we cannot get
the view point of the whole flcld and see the charged conditions.
I see a great deal of progress. My own department has now ten
well unlppf-‘d chairs and twenty seven Korean employees, and is
the largest, and usually the most productive department in the
Hospital. Under the leadership of Dr. Nagira and his loyal
assistants, this fine building stands conspicuous in the center
of the city as a monument to dentistry. Here are assembly
rooms, lecture rooms, libraries and research facilities, and
a large number of well educated students here to take advantage
of these facilities. The gchool has grown very quickly from a
small night school to one equally ranked with the best medical
colleges of the country.



Besides the few leaders of former days, as Mishina,
~ Tidzuka and others, are now many with new modernly equipped
_offices, and throughout the country are Korean and Japanese
dentists, reading the best dental literature and studying
and progressing. B _ :

And this meeting itself speaks of the remarkable
progress of our profession here. I have seen the change
from Irebashi to the office of Shikaiin Many dentists, both
Korean and Japanese, are giving their thought and time and
effort to research and study into the problems which confront °
them. ; :

But we are not through. Our task is not over. And
there is yet a great responsibility resting upon us. This
progress which we have had in the past should stimulate us
for the future. Our problem is something like that which
confronts the Christian missionary. TWe have more dentists
and better dentists than fourteen years ago, but we have a
great. deal more dental disease to fight. TYou are in a unique
- position. You are pioneers. Thereas typhoid, small pox and

such diseasés are being eliminated, dental disease is every-
where increasing. ' ' ‘

i I remember my search for old native dental instruments
when I first came to Korea. There were not any. The reason
there were not any is because there was not enough demand to
force the people to invent such an instrument in Korea, The
most common dental disease among Koreans was pyorrhea which
had no pain and loosend the offending tooth, so that it could
be removed with the hand, or with any old household pliers 5
when mature finally wished to discard it. But thismation

is very fast changing from a sugar free diet to one with the
commercial’ sugar content of the people of other nations.
Dental caries occurs almost in proportion to the sugar con-
sumption of any people. So that ten, twelve, fourteen years -
ago, when I examined a group of school children, or village
children in the cowntry,. only very occasionally decayed teeth
were seen, and none of the children had tasted sugar. Now
every child ie buying sugar candy in the corner store, and
their mouths look very much like the Japanese and American

' children, with an appalling number of decayed and infected
teeth.

I am not very old, but I look old enough to wish to
give advice. It may be that I cannot return to Korea to
meet you again, so I say to you "Keep up your ideals and do
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not resent criticism.® A great Russian writer, haranguing
capitalistic America, said #The only thing America gave to
the world was dentistry.® That is hardly true, but if you
admit that, it would give much in dentisbry to the world.

Do not forget that our great national success in dentistry
came only- after a terrible criticism by a European scientist
who pointed out all the faults and weaknesses and unscientifie
features of our work. That was the time of the beginning of
X~Ray. . From that time on we got a new vision of the relatlon-_
ship oi‘ the mouth to body health.

le-dentists, whatever our nationality, should be a. proud
people, but I hope we. szll not be too proud to seek crlt:x.cs.sm G
in our work and to study it and use it in bettering ourselves.
T still meet people who ask me on the street how much it
will cost to put a gold crown.on a perfectly good front tooth.
That suggests the taks which is ours.: e must change their .
ideas of our work. By talks to our patients, by newspapets,

‘magazines, radio, and in the schoals, we must convince the ]
common people that we are not mouth jewellers, not, gold smlths,
but physicians, who specialize in the treatment oi‘ d;seases oi‘ ;
the teeth.

My physician frlends often ask me in despalr what to do

. with the pyorrhetic infected mouths which they isee in their
medical practice.. They want to have the infection in those
mouths cleared up so as to help in the treatment of some other
disease and to protect their general health. They say ofiten
when they send them to their dentist for treatment that the
dentist covers the teeth with gold bands which do not fit the
'neck of . the tooth, hold food debris and further increase the
irritation which was causing the OJOI’I‘heulC diseaselfor whlch
they sought treatment.

‘ The careful sealing -of tee’oh 1n the treatwment of pyorrhea,‘
as advised by the highest authorities in the world today, can
be very easa_ly done by us in this country. The treatment
requires only a small and inexpensive assortment of instruments,
the cooperation of the patient and a manual skill and patience.

I think also that we will adopt the metal inlay, perhaps,
of some material less exoens:r.ve than gold, in the: treatment of
the increasing dental caries in this cowntry. If this is done
by the indirect method, a great deal-of the work can be done

by a laboratory techmician and save the dentist much time.

And by the indirect method we can attain better adeptation,
more anatomically perfect contour and tighter margins than by
any other method. This inlay technigue in our clinic seems to
give more satisfaction than any other work which we do, and it
is a great source of comfort to see patients coming back with
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inlays that were done ten or twelve years ago, and the teeth
now firm and clean with no recurring caries. This inlay
_ technique and the pyorrhea treatment requires a manual dex-
‘terity in which the Japanese and Korean people probably sur-
pass the westerners. There is no reason why we cannot be
doing in this country as fine work in these things as is
“done any place in the world.

We have a great problem to adapt our treatment which
is often necessarily expensive, to patients who live on' a
comparatively low economic scale and have very little money.
Korean, Japanese, European and English patients tell me from
“time to time that they cannot afford to pay the fees for good
dental work. Perhaps this is so. Perhaps we shall have to
“develop the laboratory technician and the oral hygienist
assistant, neither of whom require as much education as we do
and who, wnder our direction can do part of our work for less
money. Bub in general dental fees are a matter of public
opinicn, a matter of relative importance. Korean people, who
- yill pay amounbs for restaurant parties and funerals, which
“would frighten my Americen patients, will not consider paying
¥25 to0 save a tooth. The only reason why my American patient
will pay our fees is because organized dentists in America,
through their dental societies; have convinced the public
that their dental work concerns their health and appearance
and efficiency, and have created among the common Deople a
demand for good dental service. |

Too many people in Korea still want to shOp, vanb to
come into the office and tell us what to do in their mouths.
We must stop that., We must moke the diagnosis and do what we
know should be done, or do nothing. Let us be representatives
of a profession and not merchants of silver and gold., Let us
remenber that the best service which we have to give to our
‘patients is®our judgment and advice, and that they must under-
stand that that is what they are paying for, and that the
materials which we use are only incidental. Let us remember
that the finest piece of workmanship, the highest evidence of ’
skill in any person's mouth, is not only absolutely worthless
but may be deflnltelj haymful if 1t were the wrong thing to
do in that mouth.

" There is one problem which the dentists of many comntries
have had to face and which is giving so much concern to the
dental profession of my cowmtry now, and that is the problem
of State or Government control. It is a problem which fortu-
nately has not come to Korea yet. It is also a problem in



which, because of my nationality, I cannot help at all.

I hope it will not come %o us. T hope nothing will come
between us and our patients. I hope that no organization
will think it necessary to tell us as dentists how many
patients we shall see in a day, and how much we shall charge -
- each patient. I hope that nothing will ever destroy the fine
personal and individual relationship between the dentist and
his patient, which give confidence to our patients and creates
in us a sincere and conscientious desire to give the best
possible service. : :
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