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A Dental Review on the Hyang-Yak-Gugeub-Bang

by Choi Jin Hwan, D.D.S.

The Hyang-Yak-Gugeub-Bang (First Aid Treatment with Domestic
Drugs) is the oldest medical dental text extant of Korea. This
anonymous book was mentioned to be first published during the thir-
teenth century (1236-1251) in Korea by the Daejang Dogam, an agency
established for the printing of Buddhist scriptures.

The extant copy, however, is not the first edition, a Daejang
Dogam copy, but is the second edition of 1417. Not even a sigle co-
py of this reprint is available in Korea, and the only extant copy
is at present treasured in the Archives of the Department of the
Imperial Household of Japan.

The book is divided into three parts and contained fifty five
sections of one hundred pages. The first part deals with eighteen
sections; food poisoning, sudden death, suicide, etc. The sevent-
eenth and eighteenth sections treat of the various diseases of mouth,
tongue and teeth.

The second part deals with twenty five seetioms; carbuncle,
frostbite, heartache, constipaticn, gonorrhea, blood urine, nose
bleeding, eye disease, ear disease, etc. The last section treat of
the diseases of mouth and lips.

The third part deals with twelve sections including gynecolo-
gy, pediatrics, malaria, headache, etc. At the end of the bock
are brief descriptives of some one hundred and eighty different
native medicines (Hyang-Yak) as eppendis. In the seventeeth and
eighteenth sections of the first part and the twenty fifth section
of the second part, we find the following oral and dental diseases
and its treatment.

(A) Mouth and Tongue - 1. double tongue 2. woody tongue
3. swellings of tongue 4. uicers of mouth and tongue.

(B) The teeth - 1. dental hygiene 2. toothache 3. decay of
the teeth 4. toothworms 5. easing the eruption of teeth 6. elo-
ngation of teeth ‘7. moving teceth 8. swellings of gums.

(C) Mouth and Lips - 1. dryness of mouth and tongue 2. ul-
cers of lips 3. swellings of lips.

Anong the romedics prescribed for the tonguc diseases were the
powders of burnt snake skins and harts horn, typha, scmen phascoli
radiati, For whitening tecth fructus gleditschiac =nd fine salt
were used. hmong the remedies to relive toothache were peach scod,
radix achvranthis, cortex radicis lycii. 4nd some medicine was in-
serted intu the nostril. "Chop radish seed, makc intc a paste with
human rilk, introducc ope into the right nestril when toothache was
left side and into the left nostril when boothache right. Decayed
tooth was filled with a cone made of pine resin, There were two
kind of tocthworns, the clder wes yellow and the younger white,
Acupuncture was rccommended to case the eruption of tecth. A paste
of pine resin with oil was used for the swcllings of lips. Bub we
could not find any prosthetic description in this book,
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News of Dentistry in Korea

Dentists Identified Body of Woman:

Devtists have been asked to help in identifying the naked body
of a Korean woman found weighted down with a big stone in Pusan,
Korea, Februzry 10, 1962. The police have described her as being
25 to 26 yeurs ¢ld, three weeks after death by the fracture of cra-
nial bone and without child.

A dental exemination showed that she had twe bridge made of
Sun-Platinum {Ni 91-93%, Cr 6-7%, fow Ag, Cu) in the lowsr arch,

he was identified as Miss Jang, bar girl, by a dentist, Dr.
Park Seong Ho who had made her bridge two years ago. A% last, Jeon
and liis borther confessed that they had murdered her.

Distinguished Visitors:

Maj. Gen, Joseph L. Bernier, chief of the Army Dental Corps
and. Dr. Nagira, fromer Dean of the Dental School in Seoul. visibed
Korea to attend the annual meeting of the 38th Parallel Dental
Society, an organization of U. S, military denticts statiored in
Korea, April 27-28, 1962, George Paffenbarger, senior research
director, American Dental Association, also attended the meeting
May 5-6, 1961.

New Dean Appointed:

Kim Dong Soon has been appointed dean of the Secul University
College of Dentistry. Dr. Kim is presently professor of cral path-
ology and its director of postgraduste education.

Election of Officers:

At the 11th Annual meeting of the Korean Dental Association
October 11-13, 1962, at Seoul, the following officers were elected
for the ensuing two years:

President, Ahn Jong Seo; vice-presidents, Oh Jae Thn, Seo
Yeong Gyu, Choi Hyeong Gon,
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