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Medical Education in the Enlightenment Period
in the Late Era of the Y1 Dynasty

Chang-Duk Kee, D.D.S.,, D.M.Sc.
Visiting Professor

Catholic University Medical College

Records tell us that, toward the sixth century in the Paek— Che Kingdom, medical education
was conducted by erudite medical scholars called Ui Bak Sa(%§f#+) and that, in the Sin—la
Kingdom, systematic medical education was provided using textbooks in formal medical schools
(692)

Soon after the founding of the Ko—Ryo Dynasty, King Tae—Jo placed emphasis on medical
education and established medical schools(930). King Kwang— Jong initiated a higher civil ser-
vice examination system for medical doctors(958), and King Song—Jong went one step further
and set up medical institutions even in rural areas(989).

The Yi Dynasty inherited the medical educational system of the Ko—Ryo Kingdom with only
minor changes made. However, in the era of King Ko—Jong, the rapid changes, social and poli-
tical, along with the influx of foreign influence made it necessary for the nation to shift, in kee-
ping pace with the advancing current of the world civilization, from the system of Oriental me-
dicine to that of Western medicine.

In this study, the author reviewed official gazettes and pertinent documents, and summarized
records therein regarding the medical education of the enlightenment period of the Yi Dyansty.

During the transitional period when Chi Sok—youg received private training for smallpox va-
ccination(1880) for the purpose of introducing, if partially, Western medicine, the Kap—Sin Po-
litical Reform provided Dr. Horace N. Allen with an opportunity to renovate the Hay Min So
(House of Civilized Virtue) into the Chei Chung Won(House of Universal Helpfulness) and ini-
tiate the work of replacing the Oriental medical service system with the Western medical sys-
tem.

At that time, upon Dr. Allen’s reconmendation, the Government adopted a new education pro-
gram for Western medicine(1886), discarding the old educational system of Oriental medicine

which had been practiced until that time. About that time, many missionaries came to Korea



and established hospitals where they taught Korean students Western medicine(1890).

The Kap— O Reform ushered in a period of a full swing of Western medical education, which
was marked by the establishment of a vaccination doctors training center(1895), the proclama-
tion of the establishment of a government medical school(1899), and the opening of hospitals
attached to the medical school(1902), etc. And the missionary department of the Northern Pres-
byterian Church, in keeping pace with the radical reform of the medical service system, elevated
its medical school to a full—dress medical college under the name of Severance Medical College
(1899).

Meanwhile, with the start of the rule by Japanese advisors, medical education began to be
provided by Japanese professors(1900). During the rule by the Japanese Resident— General, the
‘Medical school was reorganized into the Department of Medical Education(Uiyukpu B&H#) of
the. Tae—Han Hospital(1907). This is the beginning of full—seale Western—style medical edu-
cation.

It is to be noted that, despite the gavernment policy of alienation of Oriental medicine, the
general public’s preference for and trust in Orental medicine consitituted a considerable obsta-
ble to the development of Western medicine in this country.

Meanwhile, Japan, which was bent on colonizing Korea by means of rule by advisors and the
Governor— General, began to carry out medical education(1907) through various medical service
organizations including the Tonginhoe([R{=&) and finally, under the policy of unifying the me-
dical educational orgnizations, integrated all the medical schools, except Severance Hospital Me-
dical School, into the Medical Doctors Training Institute of the Government— General Hospital

of Cho— Sun. (FilHEE fFEEkT BERHEET)
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