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- ABSTRACT -

A Study on the establishment of professionalism in Korean dental
society in the era of Korean modernization

Lee, Jue Yeon
Dept. of Dentistry The Graduate School Yonsei University

The current study was done to review the process of establishing the professionalism of Korean
dentists after the colonization of Korea from the aspect of professional core concept, organized
autonomy. Especially, the focus was placed in the effects of the modernization process of Korea on
Korean dentists and dental services according to changes in history era. The primary data used in the
current study were overall historical records in the field of dental medicine including organized activities
of Korean dentists, education system and academic system, and related dental laws. Although the
process of establishing professionalism in Korean dentists was similar to that in American dentists,
Korean dentists went through a different growth stage based on Korean history and independence of
dentistry. The following are the 4 purposes of the current study.

The first purpose was to review the process of establishing professionalism after the colonization of
Korea from the aspect of autonomy, which is the core characteristic of professionalism. The attention
was paid especially on the effects of modernization process in Korea on Korean dentists and Korean
dental medicine. The second purpose was to examine the effects of human resources, material and
systematic aspects of American dental society on Korean dental medicine. The third was to review the
efforts placed by dental medicine on the development of dental society and dental treatment and the
establishment of autonomy related with the field of general medicine. The fourth was to review the
roles of Korean dentists play in securing professional autonomy wile faced with the awareness on
professionalism amongst the relationship with the Korean government or people while faced with
professionalism. The following are the conclusions.

1. Although Korean dentists first emerged in 1915 during the colonial rule under Japan and held
academic activities by forming an autonomous organization(1925) centering around graduates of
Khung-sung dental school, it was forcefully merged with the Japanese Dental Association(1941).
Korean dentists obtained a licence based on the promulgation of Chosun Dentists Law (1913) and
system during the colonial period but were restricted on their growth by not being able to secure

independence amongst racial discrimination and dental treatment.

BT -



R ESEE $21% 15k 2002F

2. Dental administration gained independence(1945) during the era of American military ruling, a dental
association emerged(1945), The Journal of Korean Dentists(Chosun Chigae, 1946) was published,
Khung-sung dental school merged with Seoul National University(1946), and Korean Dental
Association (1947) was formed to secure the basis for the growth of Korean dentists as professional
occupation. However, the union of dentists were not strong as professionals in the aspect of the
distribution of dental resources. The position of having to go through a phase copying American
dental medicine was leading dentistry for the development of dentists in Korea, and no support was
given to the independent establishment of dentistry in Korea.

3. Dental administration became weakened during the era of the establishment of Korean government.
Although dentists held a campaign(1947) to unite medicine and dentistry for the improvement of
boosting social status and a campaign(1948) to change the name of “dental surgery” to
"stomatological surgery”, they failed to change the related laws.

4. American aid helped to secure Korean dental colleges in securing education tools and equipment after
the Korean War, and military dental medicine rose. Military dental medicine became a direct route
of importing American dental medicine, promoted the development of oral surgery and prosthetic
dentistry, and popularized the dental intern and resident system(1955) even to general hospitals in
Korea(Kim's plan, 1959). The American 8th Military 38th Parallel Dental Society(1959) distributed
latest dental techniques and tools and increased study abroad by dentists provided the basis for the
development of dentistry in Korea and establishment of speciality areas.

5. Divisional academies of special areas in dentistry was established at the end of 1950’s(1959) and
clinical division of dentistry was established to provide the basis for the development of dental
medicine in Korea. The term of dental colleges was extended to 6 years(1959). The success of the
campaign against the renewal of licence of dentualist(1960) resulted in securing dentists to gain
treatment monopoly as speciality and autonomous academic activities became active.

6. The Korean Dental Association developed the code of dental ethics during the process of securing
autonomy as an organization and established an award system for raising the awareness on
professionalism. Although the Korean government prohibiting imports of dental materials damaged
clinical autonomy, it became the steppingstone for the development of Korean—version dental
materials and consideration of raising quality.

7. Korean dentists had continuously placed their efforts to promote dental health in the Korean
government and in people. Despite the Korean government excluding dental administration from
general health administration, this exclusion strengthened professionalism amongst dentists so
Korean dentists gained trust of people through voluntary efforts for the revival of dental
administration, improvement of dental medicine system, and campaign of oral health, on the other
hand.

8. The demand for dental medicine increased during 1960-70 due to the increased industrialization and
services in economic development, the system of teaching dental assistants was established, and the
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distribution of dentistry and medicine became a social issue. With the establishment of National
Health Insurance in 1977, Korean dentists were faced to having to check their clinical and financial
autonomy with government health policies, restriction of treatment by government health policies and
national health insurance corporation, and patient consumerism.

From these results, the level of autonomic control should be increased to the organization level and
Korea-wide level for the establishment and development of Korean dentists as a profession according
to this ever changing dental environment.

Key words : Korean dentist, professionalization, autonomy
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