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- ABSTRACT -
A Study of Dental Science Academy in Japan’s Colonial Policy

Shin Jai-eui

During the Japanese rule there were two Dental Academies. In 1919, the Chosun Dental Science
Academy was established and in 1932, the Kyungsung Dental Science Academy was branched off. These
two academies were managed by Japanese dentists and Korean dentists joined them. The Kyungsung
Dental Science Academy had its background in the Kyungsung Professional School for Dental Science
and the major members of the Chosun Dental Science Academy were the dentists in Kyungsung Imperial
University and Kyungsung Professional School for dental science and dental practitioners.

The activities of two academies were competitive and caused the expansion of activities. So, the
publication of academic journals and the continuation of them increased. Dental academy was the door
to get news. The Chosun Dental Science Academy was more clinical, and the Kyungsung Dental Science
Academy was more academic. The number of Koreans who wrote to the Chosun Dental Science
Academy was 27, and they wrote 75 articles, which amounted to 15% of 486 articles. The number of
Koreans who wrote to the Kyungsung Dental Science Academy was 16, and they wrote 52 articles,
which amounted to 119 of 481 articles.

In 1920's one of the remarkable features in the field of oral surgery was that there were many diseases
of inflammation kind. This was natural compared to the present when we have antibiotics. Dentists
chose local anesthesia as the means of removing pains temporarily and began to study it and came to
show outstanding skill in it. Also, dentists tried to find out the relation between the state of the whole
body and teeth through pathological approach. Especially, many treatments were tested to work out the
difficulty in treating pyorrhea. The treatment of decayed tooth (the most typical disease of all) was a
lot easier by the inlay of gold and the making of filling up thanks to the development of molding. In
the treatment of pulp canal, precise treatment was needed and a substitute chemical was required
because of the side effect of arsenic acid. About 1925, there came a new field, orthodontics, and
labiolingual techniques and functional kiefer orthopaedics were introduced.

The cleanliness decreasing the rate of occurrence of decayed tooth and the influence of applying
fluorine to tooth and its supporting tissue were observed. There was an attempt to find out the relation
between the rate of occurrence of decayed tooth and intelligence, behavior and frame. The medicine for
oral diseases and the stuff for filling up were studied. Especially, a non-alkaloidal painkiller was
researched which could remove the addictive side-effect of alkaloidal morphine and heroine. The
development of dental science was accompanied by that of materials used for it. Under the shortage of
gold, there was growing interest in substitute alloys. As the material for a false tooth, vaporized rubber
was used but because of the frequent failure the development of a new product was required. As a result,
acrylic resin was developed.
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