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ABSTRACT

Seok-tae Ham was the first Korean professional dentist. He qualified during the Japanese colonial
period and was a key founding father of dentistry in Korea. The current status of dentists in Korea
can only be considered with recognition of the ceaseless efforts of such Korean dentists during
the Japanese colonial period. | trust that we, too, are dentists who serve the country and use our
knowledge to treat our patients with the same consideration and honor shown by pioneers like Seok-
tae Ham. For his immense contributions to dentistry in Korea, he should thus be researched, his

merits recorded, and he, as a highly influential Korean dentist, commemorated.
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ABSTRACT

Dentist Seoktae Ham was one of the leading collectors of Korean ancient art during the Japanese
colonial period, possessing thousands of such artifacts. According to newspaper records, he
participated in seven exhibitions, loaning some 32 works of calligraphy, paintings by 14 Korean
artists, and the Joseon Dynasty Ceramics Collection Volume 15, which contained photographs and
descriptions of his 15-piece celadon and blue-and-white porcelain collection. Although these are only
a part of his overall collection, Seoktae Ham's outstanding knowledge and aesthetic sense of Korean
antiquities can be sufficiently observed by his collection choices. This collection can be considered a
national treasure as he was especially fascinated by the aesthetics of ancient items, particularly small
items and art pieces of unusual shape. Seoktae Ham’s collection of ancient art pieces was chosen not

for economic reasons, but for their immense cultural value.
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ABSTRACT

During the Japanese colonial period, Seok-tae Ham (1889-?) founded the Hansung Dental Association,
a Korean association created in opposition to Japanese dental groups. He can be credited as the
person with the most dental ‘firsts’ in Korea. He was the first Korean to graduate from a regular
dental school, the first officially registered Korean dentist to operate in Korea, the first Korean to
open a dental practice, and the first president of the first dental organization comprised of Koreans.
Even though Seok-tae Ham was a known figure, was a key dental pioneer and achieved so much,
he has been lost to Korean dental history. Through historical materials, we can confirm that he was
a philanthropist, donating funds and time to local schools and communities, thereby raising oral
hygiene awareness as part of his social service activities.

Keywords: Seok-tae Ham, Hansung Dental Association, Dental pioneer
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